
What is climate change? 
 

1.-_________________________________  
  

The climate of the Earth is always 

changing. In the past it has altered as a result of 

natural causes. Nowadays, however, the term 

climate change is generally used when referring 

to changes in our climate since the early part of 

the 1900's. The changes we've seen over 

recent years and those predicted over the next 

80 years are the result of human behaviour rather than due to natural changes 

in the atmosphere. 

The greenhouse effect is very important when we talk about climate 

change as it refers to the gases which keep the Earth warm. It is the extra 

greenhouse gases which humans have released which are the strongest threat. 

 

2.-_________________________________ 

 

Scientists across the world are looking at the evidence of climate change 

and are also using computer models to come up with predictions for our future 

environment and weather. However, the next stage of that work, which is just as 

important, is looking at the effects of potential changes.  

Water is an enormous consideration. If precipitation and sea level rise, 

floods will increase. If the world average temperature goes up, agriculture will 

change and many spices will die of starvation and lack of water. 

 

3.-_________________________________ 

 

The list of things to think about is endless. If we used renewable energy 

(solar power or wind power), we could protect other natural resources such as 

wood, coal and other minerals. If we reduced our daily use of cars, the 

atmosphere would be cleared up of carbon dioxide. 

Buildings in the south east of the UK will have to be constructed like 

those in Scotland if weather predictions are correct. 



 
Questions: 
 
1.- Chose the most appropriate heading for each part of the text: 
 a.- Adaptation; b.- Climate change; c.- Effects. 

 

2.- Answer these questions in your own words, based on ideas in the text. 
 1.- What’s the reason for the recent climate changes? 

 

 2.- What’s the greenhouse effect? 

 

 3.- How are scientists predicting future weather conditions? 

 

 4.- Name two effects of climate change. 

 

 5.- Name two actions against climate change. 

 

3.-  Explain with your own words why these things are mentioned in the 
text: 
 

1.- 80 years = ___________________________________________________ 

 

2.- Keep the Earth warm =__________________________________________ 

 

3.- Precipitation =______ ___________________________________________ 

 

4.- Renewable energy= ____________________________________________ 

 

4.- In pairs, guess the meaning of the following words from the context: 
 

 1.- greenhouse (paragraph 2) = ________________________________ 

 2.- come up with (paragraph 3) = _______________________________ 

3.- average (paragraph 4) = ___________________________________ 

 4.- starvation (paragraph 4) = __________________________________ 

 5.- resources (paragraph 5) = __________________________________ 

 6.- cleared up (paragraph 5) = _________________________________ 
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